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HISTORY OF FOOTBALL IN                         

AUSTRIA

The Bundesliga is the highest national league-club competition in Austria. It has ten teams, as does the second tier is the First Division (Erste Liga). The third tier consists of three parallel divisions which are the regional leagues (Regionalliga). These cover the different regions of Austria as follows: the East (Regionalliga Ost), which comprises teams from Vienna,Lower Austria and Burgenlland: the Central (Regionalliga Mitte), featuring teams from Styria,Carinthia,Upper Austria and East Tyrol: and the West (Regionalliga West), competed for by teams from Salzburg,Tyrol and Vorarlberg. The fourth tier is the state league (Landesliga), with the 2 landesliga as the fifth tier in Lower Austria and Vienna. Most states have 7 to 10 official tiers, but in Vienna unofficial tiers exist under the normal tiers. They are not organized by the OFB but theoretically the champions of these tiers can promote to the official ÖFBtiers 

Football is a popular sport in Austria second only to alpine sking . The Austrian Football Association the ÖFB (Österreichischer Fußball-Bund), was founded in 1904 and has been a member of FIFAsince then. Despite the sport's popularity, except for a succesful streak in the early 1930s the country's national team has not been successful in tournaments.Austria will play their first ever European championship as a qualifier in 2016. Their only prior appearance in the European championship was in 2008 (when it co-hosted the championship with Switzerland and was thus exempt from qualification), but was promptly eliminated at the group stage

In the World Cup, Austria has a slightly better record, achieving fourth and third place in 1934 and 1954, respectively. Other than that, Austria either did not enter (1930), did not qualify (1966, 1970, 1974,1986, 1994, 2002, 2006, 2010), withdrew (1938,1950,1962), or was eliminated at the group stages (1958,1978,1982,1990,1998)
THE AUSTRIAN FOOTBALL  ASSOCIATION

The Austrian Football Association(ÖFB)Österreichischer Fußball-Bund) is the governing body of football in Austria.It organises the football league,Austrian Bundesliga, the Austrian Cup and the Austrian national team, as well as its female equivalent. It is based in the capital, Vienna. Since 1905, it has been a FIFA member, and since 1954, a UEFA member. Since 7 April 2002,Friedrich Stickler(Dipl. Eng.), the director of executive committee of the Austrian lottery, has been the President of the Austrian Football Association. Supporting him is its President, Kurt Ehrenberger, Frank Stronach, Dr. Gerhard Kapl, and Dr.Leo Windtner. In 2004, it was announced there are 285,000 players in Austria playing for 2,309 teams in the federation, although many more players play informally or for nonrecognised teams. Thus the federation is the largest sporting organisation the country. Football is, perhaps with the exception of skiing, the most popular sport in Austria. Football possesses a large value, and has a rich history and tradition in Austria.                             FORMER AND CURRENT PRESIDENTS OF THE AFA

1904 - 1906: Strehblow •1906 – 1907: Ignaz Abeles •1907 – 1914: Adolf Wallner •1914 – 1922: Ignaz Abeles •1922 – 1926: Karl Volkert •1926 – 1938: Richard Eberstaller •1945 – 1955: Josef Gerö •1955 – 1969: Hans Walch •1970 – 1976: Heinz Gerö •1976 – 1982: Karl Sekanina •1982 – 1984: Herbert Raggautz and Heinz Gerö (interim) •1984 – 2002: Josef "Beppo“ Mauhart •2002 – 2008: Friedrich Stickler •2008 – 2009: Kurt Ehrenberger (interim) •2009 - ...        Leo Windtner

1. Their highest ever FIFA ranking was 17 in 1999                                                                                                                                                                2. Their biggest win was 9-0 over Malta in 1977. And they’ve beaten Ireland 6-0. Twice !!!!

3. Toni Polster is their record international goalscorer.

4 . They are captained by Christian Fuchs.

5. Austria were ranked at an all-time low of 105th in the world after their only other appearance at the European Championship, the one they co-hosted with Switzerland in 2008. They rose as high as 10th following an unbeaten qualifying campaign.

6. Team matches

•Won:285 •Drawn:152 •Lost:265 •Goals:1266:1142 +124 •The highest victory was a 9:0 versus Malta in a qualifing match for the FIFA World Cup 1978. •Top scorer in single match:Hans Krankl 6 versus Malta •The highest defeat was a 1:11 versus England on 8th June 1908 in Vienna. •Most matches:versus Hungary 136 •Best result in Fifa World Cup:1954 3rd •Visitors: 30.10.1960 Austria - Spain 3:0 

7 .The match between Austria and Hungary in Vienna in 1902 was the first international match played between two non-British European countries

